
Upcoming Dates

Å October 28 ģ
Winter Spotter Webinar

Å November 8-14  ģ
Michigan Winter Hazards 
Awareness Week

Å December 5-6 ģ
Skywarn Recognition Day

Hello and Happy Fall from all of us at the 
NWS Detroit/Pontiac office! We thank 
you for all your help this past spring and 
summer. While this year has been on the 
quiet side of severe weather averages, we 
still received over 150 severe weather 
reports which helped us issue timely and 
accurate warnings.

ItĦs that time of year again when the days 
are quickly becoming shorter, the leaves 
are falling, and the air has taken on that all-
too-familiar chill. To the joy (or dismay) of 
many, snow will soon be falling once again!

This issue contains a review of the 2020 
severe weather season and summer 
climate, info on our upcoming winter 
spotter webinar, winter spotter reminders, 
articles on NOAAĦs 50th birthday and the 
newly-operational Winter Storm Severity 
Index (WSSI), plus more!

In this Issue

Å 2020 Severe Weather Recap

Å Summer 2020 Climate Recap

Å Winter Spotter Webinar

Å Winter Spotter Guidelines

Å 2020-2021 Winter Outlook

Å Winter Safety Tips

Å CoCoRaHS

Å NWS News & Links



Stat
2020

(through Oct. 21)
Average

(2008-2019)

Warnings Issued 68 97

Severe Reports 
Received

152 189

Severe Weather 
Detection Rate

87% 82%

AverageLead Time 25.8 min 25.9 min

Tornadoes 0 5
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2020 Severe Weather Recap

Date
Warnings 

Issued
SevereReports 

Received
Web

Summary

4/7/20* 13 26 Link

6/10/20* 17 55 Link

7/19/20 8 22 Link

8/28/20 6 10 Link

Notable Events this Season:

*Brief summary included on following pages

SE Michigan Severe Stats:

Onsted, June 10
(Ryan Harriott)

Midland, April 7
(Lisa Stanick)

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/SevereThunderstorms-04-07-2020
https://www.weather.gov/dtx/SevereThunderstorms-06-10-2020
https://www.weather.gov/dtx/SevereThunderstorms-07-19-2020
https://www.weather.gov/dtx/HeavyRainSevereStorms-08-28-29-2020


May 17-20 Historic Flooding
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A stalled low pressure system 
caused a prolonged period of heavy 
rainfall across the area, particularly Mid-
Michigan, in May. Locations in Bay, 
Midland, and Saginaw Counties received 
4 to 5 inches of rain in 48 hours, while 
areas just to the north received up to 8 
inches. This resulted in the catastrophic 
failures of the Edenvilleand Sanford 
Dams along the TittabawasseeRiver, 
which led to historic flash flooding in the 
communities of Edenville, Sanford, and 
Midland. Approximately 10,000 people 
were evacuated and the floods caused 
over $200 million in damage.

Link to Web Story
EdenvilleDam Failure
(Midland Daily News)

Midland, MI
(WNEM)

A new record flood stage 
was set at Midland on 
May 20 ς35.05 ft. This 
broke the previous record  
of 33.89 ft from 1986.

https://www.weather.gov/dtx/HistoricFlooding-May-17-20-2020


April 7 Severe Summary
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In the first severe weather event of the 
season, a warm front brought a very unstable 
air mass into the area. Strong upper level 
dynamics moved in during the afternoon and 
evening and helped lead to scattered severe 
storms across the region. There were two 
areas hit particularly hard during the event. 
The first stretched from the Tri-Cities 
southeast into southern portions of the 
Thumb. The second occurred mainly across a 
stretch that included Livingston, Washtenaw, 
Lenawee, Monroe, and Wayne Counties. At 
times, some thunderstorms exhibited 
rotation although there were no confirmed 
reports of funnel clouds or tornadoes. The 
main severe weather report was large hail, 
with some locations seeing hail up to 2 
inches. Many other locations saw dime to 
quarter size hail.

Midland, MI
(Sarah Huss)

New Hudson
(Ryan Tedesco)

9:20pm Radar Reflectivity


